ILLUSION AND HABIT.                         69

In the varieties of illusion just considered, tlie
circumstance that gives the peculiarity to the case
thus wrongly interpreted has been referred to the
organism. In the illusions to which we now pass, it
will be referred to the environment At the same
time, it is plain that there is no very sharp distinction
between the two classes. Thus, the visual illusion pro-
duced by pressing the eyeball might be regarded not
only as the result of the organic law of the "specific
energy " of the nerves, but, with almost equal appro-
priateness, as the consequence of an exceptional state
of things in the environment,, namely, the pressure
of a body on the retina. As I have already observed,
the classification here adopted is to be viewed simply
as a rough expedient for securing something like a
systematic review of the phenomena.